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About the Award

Cogeca’s European Award for Cooperative Innovation aims at recognising outstanding 
cooperative innovation in the agriculture, food, fishery and forestry sectors. 
The award was presented in 2009, 2012, 2014 and 2017. 2020 marks the launch of the fifth 
edition of the award. The award is an initiative to promote innovative practices, projects 
and/or services provided by cooperatives and boost innovation in the sectors. 
Through innovation in the fields and categories chosen for each edition, the award 
ultimately aims to promote actions that: 

 provide cooperative members with value; 

 develop new markets; 

 promote new products and services provided by European cooperatives.

The award also seeks to promote an exchange of best practices and knowledge transfer; 
and to encourage the qualitative development of innovation processes – all of this for the 
benefit of farmers, EU citizens and the environment. 

The main focus of the 5th edition

The 2020 edition will focus on sustainability-driven innovation. Creating new market 
outlets, products, services or processes driven by economic, social or environmental 
objectives is indeed critical in the current market and political environment.
The award therefore aims to recognise outstanding innovation and value creation that 
actively integrate sustainability considerations (economic, social and environmental) 
into cooperative enterprise systems, from conceptualisation through to research, 
development and marketing. 
Products, services, projects, programmes and technologies, as well as new business 
models and organisational/governance structures can receive the award.



“We are honoured to receive the award for 
the category food innovation as it recogni-

ses our efforts to address two consumer 
megatrends, healthy living and food safety, 
at high level. Our innovative product offers 
a commercially relevant concept to enter 
global markets, add value to primary pro-
duction and contribute to human nutrition 

and well-being.”
Veikko Kemppi, Managing Director, LSO Coo-

perative, Finland

“We are delighted to receive this award 
and with the positive response to the 
Glanbia MilkFlex Fund. It has been wi-
dely welcomed and has supported a 
wide range of on-farm investments.” 
Sean Molloy, Director of Strategy and 
Supply development, Glanbia, Ireland



Categories

The 5th edition of the award will be presented for the following categories/fields:

Economic value creation 

Entries may refer to:
   developing and/or improving sustainable food production processes that add 
  value to primary production and that contribute to human nutrition and well-being;

  developing organisational processes and/or strategies to improve the efficiency of 
  cooperatives;

  providing support measures for young farmers;

  designing, developing, evaluating and applying innovative ways in which to use  
 ICT in agriculture;

  new analytical capabilities that enable cooperatives and their members to 
  optimise their performance.

Social value creation

Entries may refer to:
•  integrating young farmers and women into cooperative governance bodies; 

  any activity including social entrepreneurship, training and communication aimed 
  at improving relations with cooperative members and/or employees; 

  actions and projects that strive to provide farmers and their families with an  
  opportunity to increase their standards of living, boost their participation in 
  cultural activities, and to improve their general happiness and well-being;

  business strategies that lead to positive social change;

  using business assets for social benefits, promoting good causes and campaigns  
 to raise awareness. 

Environmental value creation

Entries may refer to:
•  disruptive innovations related to climate actions;

  innovation practices related to biodiversity, food security and waste reduction,   
 water and waste water management, or forest and land management, animal  
 health and the efficiency of natural resources;

  actions and projects to mainstream the bioeconomy and to involve primary   
 producers;

  disruptive innovations related to behavioural changes in farmer members or   
 consumers;

  sustainable innovations for packaging, logistics, or energy efficiency.



“We are delighted to receive Cogeca’s 
innovation award for the category 

digitalisation. It stands for European 
recognition of DCoop’s major efforts to 
digitalise information and improve the 

decision-making of our farmers and their 
partners.”

Rafael Sanchez de Puerta, Vice General 
Director, Dcoop, Spain

“Receiving such significant recognition 
offers an opportunity to not only showcase 
our innovation at European level but to also 

learn about what other agri-cooperatives are 
doing in other Member States. It ultimately 

acknowledges our continuous work to 
improve services for the benefit of our farmer-

members.” 
Riccardo Nencini, President, AgriAmbiente 

Mugello, Italy



What are the benefits of entering?

In addition to the prestige of winning the European Award for Cooperative Innovation, 
winners and finalists will also receive a comprehensive ‘media package’ with which they 
can showcase their achievement, success and innovations.

The package will include:
a presentation of the entries shortlisted during the special award ceremony in  
Brussels to an audience of leading decision-makers and cooperative representatives.

an announcement dedicated to your success and achievements on social media 
to Copa-Cogeca’s 20,000 followers which will in turn reach out to our members’ 
national networks;

videos featuring the cooperative innovation that will be made for the winners of 
the award. You will be able to use all of these materials as you see fit;

Your success will also be promoted as a headline story in Copa-Cogeca’s newsletters;

Shortlisted entries will feature in a brochure that will be handed out at the award 
ceremony;

All entries will appear on the 17reasonstocoop.eu platform which is dedicated to 
promoting agri-cooperatives’ commitment to achieving the United Nations 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).

Eligibility criteria

The Award is open to the participation of all cooperatives in the agricultural, forestry, 
agri-food, bio-economy and fisheries sectors, which are members of any of the full and 
affiliated member of Cogeca. 
Applications can be submitted by all levels and types of cooperatives, in the above 
mentioned sectors, having achieved or taken part in the development or uptake of 
cooperative innovation or taken part in innovative initiatives in one or more Member 
State of the European Union. 

Applications and deadline 

Applications are to be submitted via the ad hoc registration form by 18th december 
2020 (12:00 midday, Brussels time). The application must include the following mandatory 
information:

a short description of the cooperative applying for the award and their relevant 
contact details;

an indication of the category/categories for which the applicant intends to apply;

a description of the innovation, including verifiable indicators, or other factual 
information on the innovative achievements;

a written statement from a Cogeca member (full member, automatically affiliated 
member or affiliated by admission member) certifying that the cooperative 
putting themselves forward is one of their members.

Optional and additional information can be included as an attachment in the electronic 
version (leaflets, photos, videos, publications, etc.)
Only entries that have duly filled in the application form, that comply with the eligibility 
criteria and that meet the deadline are considered valid. 



“We are honoured to receive this recognition 
from Cogeca. Metsäliitto Cooperative’s goal 

is to be a pioneer in providing digital services 
to forest owners. We are delighted that 

European institution representatives, farmers 
and cooperative leaders alike appreciate our 

achievements.” 
Juha Jumppanen, Senior Vice President, Metsä 

Group, Finland



The application form must be completed in one of the Cogeca working languages (i.e. 
English, French, German, Italian, Spanish or Polish). A summary in English must also be 
provided if the application is submitted in one of the other five Cogeca languages. 
It will take applicants approximately one hour to fill in the form.

Decision making process
Shortlist of the entries

The Organising Committee draws up a list of all the eligible entries received and is 
responsible for checking that the dossiers submitted to the jury fully meet the eligibility 
criteria. On the basis of this examination and selection, the Organising Committee 
shortlists a maximum of three cooperative innovations per category. 
The Organising Committee reserves the right to request additional information and/or 
verify the achievements put forward by the candidates. 

The Organising Committee is made up of: 

A Chairperson: the Chair of Cogeca’s Cooperative Coordination Committee (CCC); 

Three representatives from Cogeca member organisations nominated by the 
Cooperative Coordination Committee (CCC);

A member of the Copa-Cogeca Secretariat;

Decision and attribution of the Award

Based on the Organising Committee’s examination and selection of the shortlisted 
entries, the Jury decides on which entries receive the award and the achievements for 
each category. The Jury’s decisions are not subject to appeal, and are preferably reached 
unanimously or, if this is not possible, by a simple majority. 
The Jury may decide not to present the award in one or in all the categories.
The Jury may be supported by the Chair of the Organising Committee who acts as an 
observer and who does not have voting rights. 
To start with, the Jury will independently score the shortlisted entries online based solely 
on the entrants’ applications. This will be done without consulting any other member of 
the jury. This will ensure that the scores are unbiased and that the judges are not swayed 
by the opinions of other Jury members.
A meeting will be organised to allow the Jury members to make their final decisions. 

The Jury is made up of:

One European Commission representative from DG Agriculture and Rural 
 Development; 

One European Parliament representative;

One EIP –Agri representative;

One Cogeca Presidency representative;

The Secretary General of Copa-Cogeca;

Two highly competent individuals who, owing to their professional experience in 
food and agri-business, cooperatives, enterprises, agricultural and enterprise 
policy and development, are able to identify achievements and/or outstanding 
initiatives in  cooperative innovation in the EU territory.

The Cogeca Presidency representative will chair the Jury.



For additional information:

For further information or any particular questions related to the Award, please visit the 
website www.agricooperativesaward.eu, or use the email address: 
eaci@copa-cogeca.eu or contact the Secretariat via telephone tel: +32 22872743

Relevant dates: 

february 2021

During the 2nd 
quarter of 2021 

Announcement of the Award

Deadline of submitting

Announcement of the
shortlisted entries

Jury meeting
and decision by 

Award ceremony

Cajamar Caja Rural is the leading credit cooperative 
bank in Spain with 1.4 million members and 3.5 million 
customers. It has 962 branches and 5,486 employees. 
It is a member of the European Association of 

Cooperative Banks, being supervised by the ECB. Based on its size and volume of 
assets, it is one of the top 12 significant banking entities in the Spanish financial system. 
Cajamar Caja Rural is committed to the different productive sectors, pays particularly 
close attention to the agri-food sector and aims its financial activity at local economies, 
especially self-employed professionals, growers, stockbreeders and SMEs. 
At 30 September 2019, it had assets of 45,621 million euros, a managed turnover of 77,168 
million euros, a solvency ratio of 14.83% and a CET1 phased in ratio of 13.14%. It is present 
in 43 provinces of Andalusia, Aragon, Asturias, the Balearic Islands, the Canary Islands, 
Cantabria, Castile-La Mancha, Castile and Leon, Catalonia, the Community of Valencia, 
Extremadura, Galicia, La Rioja, Madrid, Navarre and the Region of Murcia, as well as the 
autonomous cities of Ceuta and Melilla. Cajamar has two agricultural related experimental 
centers which carry out applied research and develop new production technologies, 
focusing on knowledge transfer and the dissemination of findings. This commitment to 
the culture of innovation is enhanced through training and economic analysis provided 
by the Department of Socio-Economic Analysis, the School of Cooperative Advisers and 
the Network of University Fellowships.
A key function that has been crucial to the uptake of digital technology is the Technical 
office, a specialized agronomic department, which analyzes different areas of the agri-
food sector carrying out detailed economic and profitability analyses, allowing growers 
and SMEs to avoid risks in the adoption of new technologies and to increase their profits 
by implementing the best cost/benefit options. This is a key point in Cajamar’s business 
model. For CAJAMAR, knowledge transfer is a critical aspect for innovation. In order to 
reach it wide range of stakeholders across many agricultural subsectors, Cajamar has 
targeted courses, seminars, conferences and visits coupled with an extensive catalog 
of free online publications such as knowledge transfer sheets, technical papers and 
scientific and technical articles that create a comprehensive information system which 
helps to improve the training of the main stakeholders. 9,000 subscribers, made up of 
farmers, advisors, policy-makers and companies, are regularly informed of activities and 
innovations. In the last year it carried out nationally more than 150 knowledge transfer 
activities with more than 10,000 attendants and received more than 265 visits and 4,186 
visitors from more than 40 countries.
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Cogeca is the voice of agri-cooperatives in the EU. 
Created in 1959, Cogeca represents the interests of 
22.000 agricutural cooperatives who employ over 
600.000 people. Cogeca aims to ensure that the EU 
agriculture and agri-food sector is sustainable, market-
orientated, innovative and competitive so that agri-
cooperatives can provide over half a billion people with 
wualit food supplies at a reasonable prices. Cogeca 
provides a platform for its members to exchange their 
views and agree on a common position on upcoming 
issues affecting the EU agri-food sector and agri-
cooperatives. Such positions are then communicated 
to the EU and internationa institutions and desicion-
makers to ensure that agri-cooperatives views are 
taken into account. Cogeca also carries out studies of 
particular interest for agricultural, forestry, fishing and 
agri-food cooperatives and promotes their role and 
business model in EU and worldwide.
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